
Community Leader Group  

July 15th 2021 Meeting Notes 

• Introductions/Check-in/Updates  

O Colorado Housing and Finance Authority (CHFA) introduction of Margie Joy:  
CHAFA did some restructuring to better serve rural communities. She’s a community 
relationship manager for the territory in the northwest including Grand and  Jackson counties. 
They are accessible, and willing to listen and learn about our challenges specific to our 
community. She will be attending the next BOCC meeting to give an overview of their 
organization. 

o 4th of July Parade & Community Leader Group flyers:  

At the group’s request, GCRHN was in the parade and also had a booth at the park. The latter is 
where they were able to better engage with people. 

 

• Community of Practice  

o Advocacy Area 2: Mental Health  

Suicide Awareness Hike: Volunteers needed & funding conversation.   

- Kasy Allen has been working with Sue Johnson with Middle Park Health. 
September is Suicide Awareness Month, so they are planning a Suicide 
Awareness Hike to memorialize loved ones. September 11 from 11am-2pm is the 
tentative date and time. It will  be a fairly accessible loop for 1-1 ½ miles, likely at 
Snow Mountain Ranch. 

- Volunteers: The event will have resources available and will need volunteers. 
Tekoa Shalom is becoming certified to offer AcuDetox and offered his services (at 
least the acupuncture part) at the event. 
- Branding: The colors of turquoise and purple will be used for promoting the 
event, which align with suicide prevention. The semicolon will be used as a 
symbol of reflection. We will have colored beads (to represent loss of child, 
family, etc.) 
- Zero Suicide Initiative: They would like to use the phrase this group came up 
with, “You are not alone.” for the t-shirts and banners that Middle Park Health 
will pay for in support of the event. 

- New staff: The new Chief Medical Officer for Middle Park Health is being 
introduced at a meeting tonight in town. 

- Fundraising: The event is not intended to be a fundraiser, but there is a small 
potential. 

- Vanessa addressed misinformation on YouTube and TikTok about DID 
(Dissociative Identity Disorder). She told a personal story to demonstrate an 
example of how far the county -  law enforcement, medical staff -  has come in 
dealing with situations with mental health patients. 

- Social media / multi-media awareness campaign:  

Our goal is to educate and build awareness through GCRHN’s Facebook posts and 
website’s CLG page. The web page: https://gcruralhealth.org/community-leader-

https://gcruralhealth.org/community-leader-group/


group/ should be THE PLACE to learn more about the CLG as it will have the 
meeting notification, past meeting notes, advocacy opportunities, shared stories, 
etc. GCRHN is working on collecting stories. Kasy is working on updating 
resources on healthygrandcounty.org. Collectively we want to build toward 
September since it’s Suicide Awareness Month. 

 

o Advocacy Area 1: Affordable Housing  

Brainstorm Activity: Discuss issues and solutions for our community.  
- Activity notes will be compiled and discussed at the next meeting. 

- Amanda explained the Power Map that this group created to show stakeholders vs. 
those in power.  
- We need to identify our ‘champions' amongst the developers, those who can be 
‘moved’ on the map to help address the housing issue. 
- Consensus about Step 1: We need a Multi-Jurisdictional Housing Authority to have the 
ability to apply for state funds. It is believed that Sheena Darland, Housing Operations 
Manager, for the Grand County Housing Authority has a capacity issue in getting 
stakeholders on board; she needs groups like us to take action/talk to the stakeholders. 
SaraElise will outreach to Sheena about talking to our group.  

- Marketing and Education Campaign:  
We’re working on 4 videos as part of a series to tell housing crisis stories from different 
perspectives. 

• Training Discussion  
 o GCRHN staff asked if the CLG sees a need to improve their leadership skills and suggested 

public speaking, active listening, storytelling, etc. The group’s leaders will think about its needs and 
report back next month. 

• Advocacy Opportunities  

o Suicide Awareness Hike  

o Gratitude for Grand Fundraiser 

o Workforce Survey Feedback  

o Independent Board of Health Workshop  

• Action Items  

o SaraElise will follow up with Sheena about the assistance needed to help Grand County 
Housing Authority  establish a Multi-Jurisdictional Housing Authority. 

o GCRHN staff will consolidate Affordable Housing brainstorming issues and solutions notes 
after they return from their vacations. 

 
• Next Meeting: Thursday August 19th 2021 6-8pm 

https://gcruralhealth.org/community-leader-group/

